E-Mail Template

for PTA State Presidents to Use

Target Audience:  Local PTA Leadership

Purpose:  Introduce the Let’s Fight Flu Together! campaign and encourage local PTAs to participate 

Format:  Please note that this is in a Word document that you can copy and paste.  Feel free to add information about how PTA Local Unit Leaders can best use this e-mail message or ways that you would like it promoted in your state.  We have also included a FAQs section that you may want to send out as a separate document. 

E-Mail Message:

Dear Local PTA Leaders, 

PTA is working with Novartis Vaccines and Flu Busters, a leading provider of on-site vaccinations, to provide convenient access to influenza vaccinations in your local communities through the Let’s Fight Flu Together campaign.  PTA, Novartis Vaccines and Flu Busters are working together in an unprecedented nationwide campaign to combat influenza (“the flu”) and provide children, families and members of the community the opportunity to get vaccinated against influenza. 
The Centers for Disease Control estimates that 200,000 U.S. residents are hospitalized each year with the flu, and 36,000 die from complications of the flu.  For more facts about influenza click here.  The single most effective way to prevent the flu is to get vaccinated every year.  

Through the Let’s Fight Flu Together! campaign, PTAs can lead the way in helping to prevent the spread of influenza this year by providing local, council, district, regional and state PTAs with an opportunity to help keep families healthy during the upcoming flu season.  As an incentive, the State PTA in whose state a clinic is held will receive $1.00 from Flu Busters for each vaccination administered as part of this program, and the Local Unit hosting the clinic will receive $4.00 from Flu Busters for each vaccination administered as part of this program. 

Starting now, PTA leaders can register with Flu Busters to host flu clinics in their schools and communities. All local and state PTA Leaders are receiving a kit that they can use to promote and host a flu vaccination clinic on-site at their local schools.  PTA Leaders will need to secure a place for the clinic, provide tables and chairs, and help promote the event.   Flu Busters will coordinate with the local PTA hosting the event and handle all other clinic logistics. 

Below are some FAQs about the Let’s Fight Flu Together! campaign:
Q. Who should get an influenza vaccine?
A. The Centers on Disease Control (CDC) recommends that all children between the ages of 6 months and 18 years of age should be vaccinated against the flu.  In addition, people who live with or care for those at high risk for complications from flu should be vaccinated against influenza.  This includes: 

· Health care workers;

· Household contacts of persons at high risk for complications from the flu; and

· Household contacts and out of home caregivers of children less than 6 months of age (these children are too young to be vaccinated).

This list is not comprehensive; for more information about the CDC recommendations, who should get vaccinated and those people who should not receive the vaccination, click here.
Q. How much does the vaccination cost?

A. At the PTA – Flu Busters clinics, flu shots cost $30 and the preservative-free nasal mist is $36, of which the STATE  PTA receives $1 from Flu Busters and the local PTA hosting the clinic receives $4 from Flu Busters.  

Q. What is the difference between the influenza injections (Fluvirin) and the flu nasal spray (FluMist)?

A. The differences are:

· Method of vaccination (shot versus nasal spray). 

· The injectable vaccine (Fluvirin) is a killed virus vaccine, which means you cannot contract influenza from the shot.  It is indicated for individuals 4 years of age and older.  Fluvirin is available in a multi-dose vial and a pre-filled syringe. The multi-dose vial contains Thimerosal; a derivative of mercury that is one of the most widely used preservatives in vaccines.  Thiomerosal is used to prevent the contamination of vaccines by harmful microbes and has been found to be medically safe by both the Institutes of Medicine and the CDC.  The pre-filled syringe contains trace amounts of Thimerosal.  

· The nasal spray vaccine (FluMist) is a live attenuated (weakened) vaccine.  FluMist is indicated for healthy individuals 2-49 years old.  

For more information from the CDC about flu vaccines in general and Thimerosal click on the links.   

Q. Will both types of vaccination be available at every PTA – Flu Busters clinic?

A.  Flu Busters depends on the on-line registration for vaccinations to plan how much of each vaccine it will make available at a clinic, which is why it is important for people to pre-register once the local PTA unit holding the clinic is registered with Flu Busters.  Although some vaccines will be available for “walk ins” on the day of the clinic, those supplies will be limited.  

Q. What if the family cannot afford the cost of the flu vaccine?

A. People receiving Medicaid and Medicare Part B do not need to pay for their vaccination.  

Q. When can the clinics be held?

A.  Clinics can be scheduled from October 2008 through January 2009.  Flu season starts in October and continues through the first part of the following year.  Usually the flu hits its peak in mid-February into March, although each flu season varies a bit.  PTAs can host the clinics during the school day (with permission of school officials), in the evenings, or on weekends.  Select a time and day that works best for families in your community.  Flu Busters needs about thirty (30) days to get everything set up, which gives the PTA leaders time to promote the clinic through their members and others in their communities.  

Q. Where can the clinics be held?

A.  Local PTA leaders who want to host a flu vaccination clinic in their communities can work with school officials to secure space at their school or other organizations in the community such as a community center or church. In selecting a venue, PTA leaders should think about having adequate space for the clinic, parking, and convenience of the location for people in the community.

Q. Who administers the vaccine at the clinic?

A. Influenza vaccinations are administered by a qualified health professional, through Flu Buster’s extensive national network.  If a member of the PTA is a qualified nurse or nurse practitioner and is interested in volunteering to help administer vaccinations at the clinic, Flu Busters will donate the money normally paid to clinic health care professionals ($30/hour) to that PTA.  Contact Flu Busters for more information.   

Q. What is the liability?

Flu Busters agrees to cover the PTA, under its general and professional liability policies, for any and all claims, losses, damages, liabilities, judgments, or settlements, including reasonable attorney's fees, costs and other expenses incurred by the PTA for any activities performed by or on behalf of Flu Busters.  Flu Busters and the PTA agree to promptly notify each other upon receipt of any claim or legal action arising out of activities conducted at Immunization Clinics.
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